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The lesson started with an introduction about what we were going to be teaching the class.  The students were seated on the carpet in a whole group. Danielle Stark and I started talking to the students about the activity.  We asked probing questions about what they knew about living things.  Questions were asked such as, where do living things live and what do living things need?  I wrote their individual answers on the “K” portion of the KWL chart.  Danielle Stark and I then asked the students what they wanted to learn about living things.  The students raised their hands and we called on students that were seated quietly and waiting patiently to be called.   I also wrote these responses on the “W” column of the KWL chart.  The next portion of our lesson included reading a book about living things and the things they need to live.  Marni Ellens and Chelsea Anderson each had a copy of the book and took turns reading alternate pages.  While they were reading, each would pause to ask questions pertaining to what was read.  

I feel that the students were engaged during the introduction of the activity because they were eagerly raising their hands to answer questions.  Some of the students were even shouting out answers without raising their hands.  During the drawing part of the activity, all of the students were productively engaged.  This was evident by observing the students drawing living things and their habitats. On the worksheet we provided each of the students.  While the students were drawing, all four of us were going around to the students and talking with them about their drawings.  We would ask questions about what they drew, such as asking, “Andrew, what are you drawing?  Where do they live? What do they need to live?”  In this instance, “Andrew” was drawing a fish, and his responses were in the lake and seaweed.  During the conclusion of our lesson the students were again assembled on the carpet for whole group instruction.  We instructed each student to come to the front of the class, stand next to me, and describe what they drew.  I would then ask questions such as, if the student drew a tree:  Where do trees live? Inside or outside?  What do they need to live?  The student would answer the questions and then put their page in the class book that we were leaving with them to keep.  Students were called on when it was noticed that they were sitting quietly, listening to their peer’s responses.

When reflecting on the classroom procedures I feel that our group did an excellent job presenting the lesson in a manner that was fun and also informative in nature.  The students seemed very excited to have us there, and followed directions and participated very well.

Managing student behavior did not seem to be an issue from my perspective.  A few students did talk out of turn and a few did have a hard time sitting still during the beginning of the lesson, but during the closure they did a much better job at sitting still and listening while waiting for their turn to speak in front of the class.


I feel that since we had already gone over our topic for the most part during a previous lesson with the class, that it made conversations and questions with the students flow much easier and naturally.  The students were drawing individual pieces, so it made questioning very easy and naturally we wanted to know more about their thought process.  I feel, too, that because all of us in the teaching group are child development minors we have a special understanding of young children, which helps us to relate to them at a level that they understand.  We generally feel at ease in the classroom and this helps when teaching.

In a previous lesson with this class, I know I used the word “um” frequently.  Going into this lesson I mentally prepared myself more to not use that word.  To my knowledge I did not at all.  I do know that in certain situations where I am unfamiliar I tend to use the word “um” a lot more than usual.  With this in mind I feel that by not using it at all, I feel a great improvement in my teaching.  As a group we made sure to use the students names as well, which was made easier because our host teacher had nametags on the students before we arrived.  For a future teaching experience, I know being prepared is essential.  Although we did an excellent job, I do not feel I was as prepared as I could have been.  I will personally work on that in the future by going over materials more and making sure I completely understand the plan.

Ultimately, I have learned that teaching science lessons is nothing to be scared about I was at the beginning of the semester.  I will personally work on my instruction in the sense of being more prepared for lessons.  With that, I will also want to personally work on the organization of lessons.  I think this will be easier in my own classroom versus being a guest in another class where I am not familiar with the setting and general routines.  Finally I will want to work on building assessments into lessons so they become more natural to me.  This practice will take time and practice on my part, and I am sure will become easier during student teaching next fall.
